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Today's mobile devices, whether iPhones, Android-

based phones, or even iPads, have a wealth of fea-

tures that application designers can use: GPS, gy-

roscopes, cameras, accelerometers, compasses, 

pressure sensors, and more.  Health, medical, and 

lifestyle applications taking advantage of these 

features abound for mobile devices.  Consumers 

who want to maintain their own healthy lifestyle 

can monitor their fitness, their eating habits, their 

blood sugar, and much more.  Consumer-oriented 

first aid applications, symptom checkers, and 

medical reference texts enable patients to take 

charge of their own health and collaborate more 

closely with their doctors.  Health professionals 

have a wealth of their own applications, including 

some that can send real-time updates on patients' 
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vitals directly to their physicians to anatomy appli-

cations and even medical simulation games.  

Phones have even been turned into microscopes 

and other diagnostic tools for resource-poor areas, 

as well as radiology image viewers for remote diag-

nosis.  As mobile technology use increases, medi-

cal libraries will need to find ways to integrate ser-

vices into these new environments.  Developing for 

devices that often have different screen sizes, Op-

erating Systems, and software capabilities is chal-

lenging.  In the near future, more people will ac-

cess the Internet through a mobile device than will 

through a personal computer.  Libraries should be 

investigating, experimenting, and developing today 

to meet the changing information needs of health 

professionals, consumers, and educators. 
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