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What I Will Cover

� Discuss and demonstrate ways we’ve used 
Adobe Connect at University of Minnesota.

� Creative ways to use web conferencing apps.



What is Adobe Connect?

• Web communication system primarily for web 
conferencing – formerly Macromedia Breeze.  

• Branded as UMConnect at University of 
Minnesota.

• University of Minnesota has an institution-wide 
license and hosts a server.

• All U of M affiliates can set up and run 
meetings.



How we use it

� Record live classes.
�Online consultations for distance students.
�Narrated PowerPoint presentations for 

online learning.
� Staff meetings.
� Synchronous classes.



What equipment did we need?

Sony WCS-999 wireless microphone 
system
•Approximately $150
•Simple to use
•Great sound quality



Class recordings

� Our first use of UMConnect (began in 2006).
� Let a web meeting run in the background to 

utilize recording feature.
� Captures voice and screen action.
� Link instantly available when recording is 

stopped.



Recording Setup



https://umconnect.umn.edu/p87169403/


List of Recordings



Pros and Cons

Yay!  ☺
� Easy! Fun!
� Instantly available on University server.
� Minimal equipment needed.
� Works on any computer.

Boo! /
� Can’t edit recordings.
� Can’t embed video.
� Lots of little things to forget (like turning on microphone!)
� Outtakes

https://umconnect.umn.edu/p29542088


Live classes and presentations

� Monthly all-staff meetings are webcast so people 
can view from desks if necessary.

� Good for presentation-based meetings.
� Also works for online classes.





Web consultations

� Talk by phone, share web room – can see 
screen.

� Has become very popular.

� Makes phone conversations more efficient.





Adobe Presenter

� Plugin that works in PowerPoint.

� Can narrate a self-playing presentation, and 
post online.

� Complete control over editing.



Presenter example

https://umconnect.umn.edu/umauthorsrights/


Why does this all matter?

� Resources will always be stretched.
�Our time is the least scalable resource.
�Can use existing tools in creative ways to 

extend our reach.

�Or, invent a cloning machine.



Questions?

� Liz Fine - evfine@umn.edu


	Using Web Conferencing software to do more with less!
	What I Will Cover
	What is Adobe Connect?
	How we use it
	What equipment did we need?
	Class recordings
	Recording Setup
	Slide Number 8
	List of Recordings
	Pros and Cons
	Live classes and presentations
	Slide Number 12
	Web consultations
	Slide Number 14
	Adobe Presenter
	Presenter example
	Why does this all matter?
	Questions?

