USING WEB CONFERENCING
SOFTWARE TO DO MORE
WITH LESS!

Liz Fine, MLIS — Liaison and Instruction Librarian, Liaison to Nursing

Health Sciences Libraries, University of Minnesota — Twin Cities



What | Will Cover

11 Discuss and demonstrate ways we’ve used
Adobe Connect at University of Minnesota.

o Creative ways to use web conferencing apps.




What is Adobe Connect?

Web communication system primarily for web
conferencing — formerly Macromedia Breeze.

Branded as UMConnect at University of
Minnesota.

University of Minnesota has an institution-wide
license and hosts a server.

All U of M affiliates can set up and run
meetings.



How we use it

Record live classes.

Online consultations for distance students.

Narrated PowerPoint presentations for
online learning.

N

Staff meetings. @%@
Synchronous classes. NG,



What equipment did we need?

Sony WCS-999 wireless microphone
system

*Approximately $150

*Simple to use

*Great sound quality



Class recordings

Our first use of UMConnect (began in 2006).

Let a web meeting run in the background to
utilize recording feature.

Captures voice and screen action.

Link instantly available when recording is

stopped.
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Recording Setup
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https://umconnect.umn.edu/p87169403/
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Pros and Cons

Yay! ©
Easy! Fun!
Instantly available on University server.
Minimal equipment needed.

Works on any computer.

Boo! ®
Can’t edit recordings.
Can’t embed video.

Lots of little things to forget (like turning on microphone!)


https://umconnect.umn.edu/p29542088

Live classes and presentations

Monthly all-staff meetings are webcast so people
can view from desks if necessary.

Good for presentation-based meetings.
Also works for online classes. o
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E Libraries Assembly | Acrobat Connect Professional

Help

Mesting
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[ -
W OIT A¥ Event Support 2

Biizie

started speaking yet

OIT AY Event Support 2: Can everyone just let me know if
vou can here fine

Stacie Traill: ves, sounds good

Rodney Rasmussen: yup, sound is good
John Bameson: audio iz fine

Judith Stanke: vesz, I can hear it

Philip: ves, sound is good

Monica 2: yes

Lor Cramer: Yes

Kara Block: sounds fine

Connie Anderson: yes

T LEueryone

OIT AV Event Support 2: There is just room sound, no has

&)

Shizirz - LT p0f Bympe Sy e

Outage -- Communications

+ Monday Memo and All-Staff postings

« Libraries IT Downtime page:
https://wiki.lib.umn.edu/IT/Downtime

« OIT Systems Status page:
https://systemstatus.umn.edu/
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Supp_on during this event is provided by OIT Video Solutions.




Web consultations

Talk by phone, share web room — can see
screen.

219
Has become very popular. ’?

Makes phone conversations more efficient.



Reference consultation with Liz Fine | Acrobat Connect Professional
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Adobe Presenter

Plugin that works in PowerPoint.

Can narrate a self-playing presentation, and
post online.

Complete control over editing.



Presenter example

Author

REAL LIFE STORY: ™
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO

ammans

- =
THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION L I BRA R I Es

Information Technology

Frorn tha izsus dated dpeil 22, 2005
Outine

Legal Battle Brews Over Availability of Texts on Online Reserve at U, of California
Library

By GOOTT CARLECH [ bt o Eman . Author’s Rights 0011
andly

Publishers are obdecting bo an elecironic reserve system at e University of
Califarmia ir which libraries scan portiors of books and journals and make tem
avalale free online to shadents.

2, "Bundle

3. Surrende
In recent mords, lawyers for the Assocledon of American Publishers have sent lefers to fe university that . . .
chiject to the uee of electronic reserves on the San Diago cempus, The publishers say that the wse of electronic . tho ton: mai...
reserves i koo extensive, viclatng the fair-use doctrine of copright law and depriving them of sales.
Uni...
University officials counter that Bhe electronic reserves at San Diego are well within e bounds of fair use.
They worry ek the lethers porterd a lawsait,

"They clearly had a lawsult In mind when they started contacting our office,” said Mary MacConald, a lawyer
fior e unibversity svehiam. "Their position was that the ‘evidenoe” showad thal we weren't following fair-use
ouidelires, that s wes a rational iss0e, and that the s=2 of facts gave Rem a good platfiorm from whidh b5

fake legal action,” - - : = :
Id said sha sent a “comprebersiva responze to the assacistion in Febeuary, laving out bow the J a, aring: e D01l
lectromic reserves respected fair use. She said she had not haard from the publishers sincs then. :.r
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https://umconnect.umn.edu/umauthorsrights/

Why does this all matter?

Resources will always be stretched.
Our time is the least scalable resource.

Can use existing tools in creative ways to
extend our reach.

Or, invent a cloning machine.




Questions?

> P [

It's QUESTION TIME!!

\.

Liz Fine - evfine@umn.edu
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